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We alluded to it in Headset, 
and here are the details: the 
biggest, baddest, richest bike 
race on the planet (we think). 
It’s super-simple: find a partner, 
pay $10 000 to enter, sign the 
disclaimer (and quite possibly 
produce a note from your 
shrink) and ride your bike from 
Bloemfontein to Stellenbosch as 
fast as you can. The route will 
be mostly excellent mountain 
biking – we’re guessing the 
winners will take 36 to 48 hours 
– but there will be obvious 
long roadie sections through 
the Karoo (the start date of 
3 December guarantees some 
fierce temperatures there…) 
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and, quite possibly, some nasty 
surprises, given that it is being 
put together by Alex Harris, no 
stranger to the hardships of the 
Freedom Challenge. In fact, 
expect some serious hardship if 
he is to justify the prize money: 
$750 000 to the winner, $150 000 
for second place and $50 000 for 
third. Yup, dollars. We googled 
vigorously for at least a minute, 
and couldn’t find a bike race 
that pays more. Even the Tour 
de France pales, with a mere 
€450 000 for the winner. And if 
there is a richer race, then the 
Munga still wins the Lucky Draw 
Excellence Trophy, with one pair 
of finishers, picked at random, 

taking home $100 000 for their 
troubles. Sound like fun? Visit 
www.themunga.com. But, in their 
words, not ours, “Before you rush 

through the registration process, 
take a moment to consider what 
lies ahead of you. This could 
change your life, or end it.”

Luca Paolini, game on: 
the hairiest chin in Africa 
just hit the big time! Dan 
Craven, grandson of 
rugby legend Danie, has 
signed a contract with 
Jean-René Bernaudeau’s 
Europcar team. The 
two met up again at La 
Tropicale Amissa Bongo in 
January and the contract 
commenced on 2 June. 
It sees Craven riding in 
the Pro Tour and, if plans 
work out, his first Grand 
Tour will be the Vuelta 
a España in August. 
Riding on the same team 
as Tommy Voeckler, 
Björn Thurau and Pierre 
Rolland is the fulfilment 
of a lifelong dream for the 
32-year-old Namibian and 
comes after a number of 
years in fledgling semi-
pro set-ups. His major 
successes include African 
road champ (2008) and 
GC winner in Tour du 
Cameroun in March 2014.
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